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FROM THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
Travis Van Bemmel

The 2010-2011 school year ended on June 10, but the 
sports seasons carried over to June 11.  On that Saturday 
morning, the baseball and softball teams boarded a bus to 

go to Beal City, to compete in the MHSAA Regionals.  Both teams 
had won the District titles the previous Saturday.  

This was the baseball team’s first trip to Regionals since 1996!  
Coach Jim Schimmel and the team would take on Beal City, which 
was ranked #2 in the state.  The Chargers took an early lead, but 
Beal City fought back to defeat the Chargers by a score of 6-5.  

The softball team was making its 4th consecutive trip to 
Regionals.  This young team would play against Breckenridge, 
which was ranked #4.  The girls fell behind early, fought back 
to tie the game, but were defeated by a score of 4-3.  This was 
a great experience for both teams, and for the large number of 
fans who made the trip.  

The girls soccer team was defeated in the District Semifinals by 
NorthPointe Christian.  Coach Mike Noorman took on a young 
group who showed much improvement as the year went along.  
He has high hopes for 2012.

Coach Joel Engelsma led the Golf team.  Andrew Peterson, a 

junior, qualified for the MHSAA Regionals.  The Regionals were 
played in the rain, at St. Johns, MI.  While Andrew had a good 
round, considering the conditions, he was unable to advance.  
Congrats to the team on a successful season.  

Overall, this was one of Covenant’s most successful years 
from the standpoint of MHSAA tournaments.  Five teams from 
Covenant won District Championships.  River Valley Conference 
titles were won by the baseball and softball team, and District 
Championships were won by Boys Soccer, Volleyball, Boys 
Basketball, Baseball, and Softball.  

The Fall sports seasons will be getting underway in mid-August.  
Boys Soccer, Cross Country, and Volleyball coaches are preparing 
for their seasons.  They will be contacting any athlete who signed 
up for their sports.  Also, a reminder to parents: All athletes must 
have a completed physical form on file in the CCHS office before 
they are allowed to participate in any practice.   

Thanks to all of our coaches, the staff, and the volunteers for 
helping all of our teams have memorable seasons in 2010-2011.  
If you are interested in helping out during the sports seasons, 
please let me know – we are always looking for more volunteers 
throughout the seasons! 

GIRLS SOCCER

GOLF TEAM

SOFTBALL TEAMDISTRICT BASEBALL CHAMPS
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FROM STUDENT COUNCIL
Jennifer Knott

THE YEAR IN RETROSPECT

This has been another busy year for the Student Council! 
The last Courier was published just before the Gift 
Certificate Drive (which runs between Thanksgiving and 

Christmas); we would like to thank those who contributed to 
the Drive. We did not make our goal of $2500; however, since 
we set the goal higher than we ever have, we were more than 
happy with the $2140 that we did receive! The Gift Certificate 
Drive ends on the last day of school before Christmas break, 
the same day that the Student Council hosts the Christmas 
Chapel. This chapel showcases student talent in a Christmas-
decorated setting, and it makes everyone mindful of the Reason 
for the season of Christmas. I would personally like to thank the 
Student Council for coming in at 7:00 in the morning to set up 
the gym with Christmas lights and a different chair arrangement. 
I also would like to thank the students who volunteered to sing 
and play instruments to help us celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas. 
Homecoming 2011 soon followed exams, and we found that the 
theme Winter Wonderland was an apt one as we spent two days 
digging out from the winter storm. While that did throw the week 
off a bit (and make us have to make up two days the following 
week), the students actively participated in the dress-up days 
and games. It was a fun week, culminating in the homecoming 

basketball game honoring the class of 1995. The class was well 
represented as they watched the Chargers get a conference 
victory over Muskegon Catholic Central. 

Since then we have sponsored a Blood Drive, where, despite 
many sick students who could not give, we had 29 new donors 
and collected 35 pints of blood! We also had Friendship Week, 
with a Lunch Switcherooski and chapel. This year’s chapel looked 
at how to be a good friend and how we can only be true friends 
by looking at each other as washed in Christ’s blood. The Student 
Council members created a chain with each student’s name on 
a link, and in between each student link, a red one, signifying 
Christ’s blood. Currently it is hanging in the hallway from Miss 
Knott’s room to Mr. Van Overloop’s room as a daily reminder to 
the students. 

One of the student council’s final activities of the year is the Power 
Puff football game, pitting the junior versus the senior guys. 

I am sure I speak for the student body when I thank all the 
members of the Student Council for their hard work, diligence in 
giving of their time, and overall great attitudes, making this year 
a success! 

PRAYER DAY POLICY, continued from page 2

and Thursday of that week.  The following week the boys start their 
District tournament and play on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
while the girls’ Regional tournament is on Tuesday and Thursday.  
Finals week for the girls is the Regional week for the boys.  The girls’ 
quarterfinals are Tuesday, Semi-Finals on Thursday and Friday, and 
Finals on Saturday which means the boys’ Regional finals must be 
played on Wednesday.  The dates are determined several years in 
advance and for the next three years the boys Regional Finals will be 
played on the night that our churches traditionally have Prayer Day 
services.

Our current Board policy regarding the conflict between Prayer Day 
services and the Basketball tournament was put in place in October 
of 1997.  It reads:

     “At the beginning of the school year the athletic director 
will investigate the extent of the potential conflict.  If there 
is a conflict, a letter would be sent to all of the schools that 
could possibly be involved with us on that date.  This letter 
would state our history of MHSAA participation, the reason 
for the conflict (with historical basis), the willingness of past 
opponents to accommodate us, and a request for commitment 
to work with us to allow our students to attend worship services 
should the situation arise.  Follow up would be made if we did 
not hear from them and letters of thanks sent for responses.  If 
we cannot secure all of the commitments before the date of the 
district drawing, we will not participate in the tournament.  All 
accommodations and arrangements are subject to final Board 
approval.

     We have to accept the possibility that the time may come 
that it cannot be worked out so that we can participate in 
the tournament.  If this is the case we can use it as a lesson 
in life for the players and adjust the goals for the season to 
concentrate on things other than the tournament.”  

In the past we have been able to schedule around our Prayer Day 
services because we have had flexibility in the days that games 
could be scheduled.  That flexibility is now gone.  In the past two 
years the conflict has occurred during the District tournament.  The 
District usually involves local teams that we work with on a regular 
basis and generally there would be two games on Wednesday 
allowing us to avoid the conflict by playing the early game.  For the 
next three years the Regional finals will be held on Wednesday.  The 
implications are that it may not be at a local site, it could involve 
any of about 20 different schools, and it is unlikely that any school 
would want to play a Regional Final game at a time other than in 
the evening.  Thus, we may not be able to avoid a conflict.  If we 
cannot begin the tournament with the assurance that we can play 
all the games and finish it, we would not be able to enter at the 
District level.

The Athletic department and Administration will continue to look 
for ways to work through this problem but we feel it is important 
that our parents, athletes, and supporters are aware of the situation 
and have an understanding of the position of the school.  
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As students work their way through the grades, the wonder 
of the diversities given to them by our Creator becomes 
apparent to parents and to teachers.  We are shown again 

and again that each of our precious children is blessed with 
different personalities, abilities, strengths and weaknesses.   A 
certain number of these students are able to benefit from the 
services of teachers who are trained in helping these students use 
their strengths to overcome weaknesses that limit their ability to 
learn.  In the grade schools these programs go by different names; 
it may be the Discovery Center, the Resource room, or the ALPS 
program, but no matter what it is called, the students involved in 
those programs are given the help that they need to be successful 
in their classes.  When these students enter Covenant, the classes 
that they take may change but their need for assistance does not.  
At CCHS these students will often be placed into our Academic 
Support Program.  For the past two years this program has been 
staffed by Mrs. Dorothy Vander Schaaf, working 3 days a week, and 
Mrs. Tina Mingerink, who was here 2 days a week.  Both of these 
teachers have extensive backgrounds and experience of working 
with students that have difficulties with learning.

It is amazing how many 
various learning styles 
our students possess.  
Most of the diagnosis 
of learning difficulties 
takes place in the 
lower grades and it is 
also there where the 
strategies are devised 
to help these students 
learn.  When they come 
to Covenant we rely on 
the previous work done 
and continue to provide 
the support that they 
need.  

This past year we 
have had 14 students 
involved in Academic 
Support.  These 
students participate in 

regular classes throughout the day, but for their study hall period 
they go to Academic Support.  During this time Mrs. Vander Schaaf 
or Mrs. Mingerink helps them study for tests, review notes and key 
concepts, work on projects and writing papers, or just makes sure 
that they have all the material that they need to be able to do the 
work on their own.  Some students also have difficulties with testing.  
They may need extended time to take tests because of difficulties 
with reading the questions or writing the answers.  Some students 
will do much better if a test is administered orally rather than in 
writing.  This is often the only fair way to gauge what a student really 
knows.  These things can also be handled in Academic Support.

Communication is an integral part of this work.  The classroom 
teachers and the Academic Support teachers keep in regular contact 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT at CCHS

regarding the expectation for each student.  The teachers provide 
Mrs. Vander Schaaf and Mrs. Mingerink with all the necessary 
materials for them to know what is going on in the classrooms.  The 
Academic Support teachers are also in close contact with parents to 
ensure their assistance in monitoring work that needs to be done 
at home.
 
In the end, the Academic Support program can often be the difference 
not only between success and failure for a student, but also the 
difference in their attitude about school.  Students who are given 
the help that they need to be successful and who are encouraged 
to do their best will be able to reach goals that may not otherwise 
be attainable.  These students will find school an enjoyable and 
supportive place rather than a source of constant frustration for 
them.  We are thankful to those who help our students in these 
ways.

We give special thanks to Mrs. Tina Mingerink, who leaves our 
program this year to begin full-time work in the home, caring for 
her newborn daughter.  We wish Tina and her husband Jon God’s 
blessing as they enter this new phase of their lives.    
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